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The World Education Forum 2015, held in Incheon, newly proposed “inclusive and equitable quality
education and lifelong learning for all” as the Sustainable Development Goal for the education sector
(SDG4). SDG4 is composed of 7 detailed goals and 3 implementation methods, and emphasizes
guaranteeing of educational opportunity for all (8}4% et al., 2019). Analyzing the status of the educational
gap must precede the implementation of such inclusive education. In this <Educational Issues Focus>, |
intend to look into the status of Korea’s educational gap focusing on the different academic achievement
based on family background and the actual conditions of educational opportunities for different
vulnerable social groups (students from multicultural family, North Korean migrant youths, students with
disabilities).

1) Status on the Educational Gap Based on Family Background

[Diagram 1] below shows the changes in math academic achievement according to the household
income by school level. In case of the 3rd cycle survey of middle school, the household income of “6
million won or higher” group showed exceptionally high level of math achievement, as compared to the
“less than 4 million won” and “less than 6 million won” groups. Overall, the math achievement for higher
income group tended to be higher. This gap in math achievement between income bracket was the
highest in middle school, and showed a trend of gradually intensifying recently (4th cycle).
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[Diagram 1] Difference in Math Achievement Based on Income~-Level by School Level
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Source Reconstruction of <Table lll-2> from H}A4S et al. (2017: 68).
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<Table 1> Ratio of Achievement Level Depending on
the Ratio of Students Receiving Public Assistance (Middle and High School)

(Unit: %)
2% or higher ~ 5% or higher ~ .
0/ 0/
< HEShE 1D less than 5% less than 10% eIl
Q
Q
) 0 oy 0 oy 0 w 0 Jog]
m 0] m 0] m 0] m 0]
¢ X3 o853 |olc 8|3 olo|&|3|wlg
=R =T I - - A = A = O
o o * o 1) P o 0] 3 o 1) P o
o
g 495 (382 | 92 | 31 | 412 | 422 | 125 | 41 | 367 | 450 | 144 | 39 | 333 | 461 | 147 | 59
=)
§ 321 | 426 | 183 | 70 | 198 | 461 | 239 | 102 | 134 | 430 | 309 | 127 | 93 | 401 | 334 | 172
oy
)
% 418 | M5 | 150 | 18 | 268 | 492 | 212 | 28 | 183 | 505 | 276 | 36 | 132 | 503 | 314 | 51
I
2% or higher ~ 5% or higher ~ .
0/ 0/
ot HESIE ) less than 5% less than 10% WS 5T
s
(%
[a] Iy g g - g - [y [y — g g g g g
= (] (] () = = (] ] (] (] ] ) )
8|a|a s (3|3 |3 |2 a8 |a|a|a|a|a|a|a |8
- IN w N - = = N - IN w N - IN w N -
)
o | M4 | A5 | WA 27 1305 | 494 | 170 | 32 | 248 | 511 | 00 | 42 | 185 | 478 | 257 | 79
o}
§ 439 | 322 [ 180 | 59 | 329 | 371 | 229 | 71 | 231 | 383|284 | 102 | 166 | 301 | 362 | 170
I
T
% 548 | 319 | M4 | 20 | 431 | 394 | 146 | 29 | 349 | 404 | 209 | 39 | 253 | 410 | 256 | &I
iy

Source Reconstruction of A213] et al. (2020a: 38) and AM2I3] et al. (2020b: 38)

<Table 1> below shows the result from analyzing the difference in academic achievement level
depending on the family background based on the ratio of students receiving public assistance by school.
Specifically, when comparing the ratio of students by achievement level of middle schools with less than 2%
of students receiving public assistance and middle schools with 10% or higher ratio of students receiving
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public assistance, the ratio of students below basic level were 3.1% and 5.9% in Korean, 7.0% and 17.2%
in math and 1.8% and 5.1% in English, respectively. On the other hand the ratio of students receiving
excellent level were 49.5% and 33.3% in Korean, 32.1% and 9.3% in math and 41.8% and 13.2% in English,
respectively. Moreover, when comparing the students’performance of high schools with less than 2% of
students receiving public assistance and high schools with 10% or higher ratio of students receiving public
assistance, the ratio of students receiving Level 1 (below average) were 2.7% and 7.9% in Korean, 5.9%
and 17.0% in math, and 2.0% and 8.1% in English, respectively. On the other hand, the ratio of students
receiving Level 4 (excellent) were 44.1% and 18.5% in Korean, 43.9% and 16.6% in math and 54.8% and
25.3% in English, respectively. Meaning, schools with high ratio of students receiving public assistance
had comparatively lower ratio of students receiving excellent academic achievement (Level 4), but had
comparatively higher ratio of students receiving below average achievement (Level 1). This was opposite
of the schools with low ratio of students receiving public assistance.

2) Status on the Educational Gap of Students from Multicultural Family

The number of students in Korea is continuously decreasing, but the number of students from
multicultural families is steadily increasing. According to the Ministry of Education (2020a), the total
number of students from multicultural family is 137,225, accounting for 2.5% of the total students, as of
2019. [Diagram 2] shows the status of educational gap of students from multicultural family, focusing on
the school enroliment rate and discontinuation rate.

[Diagram 2] Enrollment and Discontinuation Rate of Students
from Multicultural Families
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Source Reconstruction of Data from %8 et al. (2019: 49) (Enrollment Rate) and
Ministry of Education (2020a: 4) (Discontinuation Rate).

The enrollment rate of students from multicultural family is 98.1% for elementary school, 92.8% for
middle school, 87.9% for high school and 49.6% for higher educational institution (as of 2018), and the gap
with the overall student becomes greater as the school level progresses. Moreover, the discontinuation
rate of students from multicultural family is 0.87% for elementary school, 1.34% for middle school, 1.91% for
high school (as of 2018), which is slightly higher than the average for the entire students.
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3) Status on the Educational Gap of North Korean Migrant Youths

The North Korean migrant youths are a vulnerable class that reflects Korea’s special context and
demand. In order to guarantee educational opportunities and the right of education for the North Korean
migrant youths, the government is implementing various programs, such as special screenings for high
school and college admissions, providing tuition support, etc. However, many North Korean migrant
youths still experience difficulty in adapting to school (2143 et al., 2019). [Diagram 3] below shows the
trend in North Korean migrant youths’school discontinuation rate.

[Diagram 3] Trend in North Korean Migrant Youths’School Discontinuation Rate
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Source Website of North Korean Migrant Youth Educational Support Center

The number of North Korean migrant youths have increased rapidly from 421 in 2005 to 2,531 in
2019. The school discontinuation rate of the North Korean migrant youths is 1.4% for elementary school,
3.2% for middle school and 4.7% for high school, as of 2019, and is very high as compared to the overall
students (0.7% for elementary school, 0.7% for middle school and 1.6% for high school). Especially,
the discontinuation rate for the North Korean migrant youths increases as the school progresses from
elementary and middle school to high school.
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4) Status on the Educational Gap of Students with Disabilities

Notwithstanding various efforts to guarantee education and employment opportunities of people
with disabilities, many students with disabilities still are not guaranteed of legal, social and educational
opportunities and accessibility to high-quality school education and vocational studies (2143 et al,,
2019). <Table 2> below shows the accessibility to educational opportunities and gap in employment
opportunities for the students with disabilities, focusing on the college entrance rate and employment
rate.

<Table 2> College Entrance Rate and Employment Rate of Students with Disabilities
(High School and Postgraduate Course Graduates)

(Unit: person, %)

Entrance Employment
No. of No. of Not-
) No. College
P Graduates ‘ College )
Classification No. of Attending Entrance Employment Attending
Graduates G o8 Rate No. Employed Rate (%) and
(College/ N Unemployed
) (%)
Major)
Special School 2386 1,366 573 64 6.3 956
Special Class 3,79 1,705 449 716 342 1375
High School
General Class 1157 664 574 65 132 428
Total 7339 3735 509 845 234 2759
Special School 2247 17 08 929 47 1,301
Postgraduat
e | ‘specilClass | 13 3 27 7 682 35
Total 2360 20 08 1,004 429 1336
Total 9,699 3,755 387 1,849 311 4095

College Entrance Rate = (No. of graduates from the current year attending college/ No. of graduates from the current year)
X100

Employment Rate = No. employed/ (No. of graduates - No. attending college) X 100

Source Ministry of Education (2020b)



2021 Educational Issues in Korea

12

As of 2020, the entrance rate from high school to postgraduate course, junior college and university
was 50.9%, but the entrance rate from postgraduate course to junior college and university remains at 0.8%.
The employment rate for students with disabilities was relatively low, at 23.4% for high school graduates
and 42.9% for the graduates from postgraduate courses.

Through the actual statistical data, we were able to verify the gap in educational achievement based
on household income level and the gap in educational opportunities, such as enrollment rate and
discontinuation rate, college entrance rate and employment rate between the general student population
and students from vulnerable groups. In the future, we hope to resolve educational gap and for an equal
starting line for all students through policies that consider the characteristics of various vulnerable groups.
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