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8 Foreign Students in Korea

A. Foreign Students in Korea by Year

(Unit : Person)

Classifi-
cation

Total
Degree Program

Non-Degree
Program

Junior 
college

Under-
graduate

Master Doctorate
Language 
Program

Others

2010 83,842  3,267 40,442 12,480 3,811 17,064 6,778 

2015 91,332 1,595 31,377 16,441 6,326 22,178 13,415 

2017 123,858 2,264 43,702 18,753 7,313 35,734 16,092

2018 142,205 3,729 52,368 21,429 8,510 41,661 14,508

2019 160,165 5,140 60,688 23,605 10,782 44,756 15,194

Note 1_ Number of foreign students include both the degree and non-degree students
2_ Foreign students in Non-degree programs include students in co-operating programs, exchange-students, 

visiting students, and others
3_ Students in co-operating programs has been categorized separately since 2014 and are included in the 

category of Non-degree programs (Others) regardless of degree or non-degree programs 
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B. Foreign Students in Korea per 10,000 Students by Year
(Unit : Person)

Classfication 2000 2005 2010 2017 2018 2019

Tertiary
Education

No. of Foreign Students 3,980 15,577 60,000 72,032 86,036 100,215

No. of Foreign Students
per 10,000 Students

11.8 43.9 164.6 209.6 254.7 301.2

U
niversity

No. of Foreign Students 1,846 6,926 37,491 42,371 50,997 59,233

No. of Foreign Students 
per 10,000 Students

11.1 37.2 184.8 206.6 251.2 295.9

Junior 
C

ollege

No. of Foreign Students 183 2,153 3,262 2,238 3,702 5,107

No. of Foreign Students 
per 10,000 Students

2.0 25.2 42.5 33.0 56.2 79.3

G
raduate 
School

No. of Foreign Students 1,877 5,742 16,291 26,066 29,939 34,387

No. of Foreign Students 
per 10,000 Students

81.8 203.5 514.5 798.8 929.1 1077.2

Note 1_ Foreign students in Korea per 10,000 students by year = (Foreign students/Enrolled students) ×10,000
2_ Foreign students represents who are registered in a given educational institution. 
3_ Graduate school indicates the sum of 'graduate schools' and 'graduate school colleges'.

C. Foreign Students in Korea by Country(2019)
(Unit : Person)

Classification Total
Degree Program

Non-Degree
Program

Junior 
college

Under 
graduate

Master Doctorate
Language 
Program

Others

Total 160,165 5,140 60,688 23,605 10,782 44,756 15,194

A
sia

China 71,067 1,272 37,759 11,311 5,765 9,326 5,634

Vietnam 37,426 2,446 7,891 1,910 974 23,594 611 

Japan 4,392 79 1,509 172 52 1,587 993 

Mongolia 7,381 131 1,660 2,400 378 2,700 112 

Others 25,481 1,087 9,211 5,038 2,613 5,194 2,338 

N
orth

A
m

erica

U.S.A 2,915 23 669 473 187 357 1,206 

Canada 785 4 331 160 80 62 148 

Others 1,325 9 328 297 69 272 350 

E
urope

France 1,442 1 50 88 20 176 1,107 

Russia 1,169 27 298 133 32 419 260 

Others 3,701 15 375 338 91 677 2,205 

Others 3,081 46 607 1,285 521 392 230 

Note 1_ Overseas Koreans of a certain country are included
2_ Others include all other countries except Asia, the Americas, and Europe
3_ Foreign students in Non-degree programs include students in co-operating programs, exchange-students, 

visiting students, and others


