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08 Foreign Students in Korea

A. Foreign Students in Korea by Year

 
(Unit : Person)

Classification Total
Degree Program Non-Degree

Program

Junior 
college

Under
graduate Master Doctorate Language 

Program Others

2012 86,878 2,162 38,389 15,399 4,639 16,639 9,650

2013 85,923 1,823 33,680 16,115 5,097 17,498 11,710

2014 84,891 1,576 30,525 15,826 5,709 18,543 12,712

2015 91,332 1,595 31,377 16,441 6,326 22,178 13,415

2016 104,262 1,846 37,098 17,282 6,878 26,976 14,182

Note 1 |   Number of foreign students include both the degree and non-degree students
2 |   Foreign students in Non-degree programs include students in co-operating programs, exchange-students, Visiting students, and Others
3 |   Students in co-operating programs has been categorized separately since 2014 and are included in the category of Non-degree programs 

(Others) regardless of degree or non-degree programs 
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B. Foreign Students in Korea per 10,000 Students by Year
(Unit : Person)

Classification 2000 2005 2010 2014 2015 2016

Tertiary
Education

No. of Foreign Students 3,963 15,577 60,000 53,636 55,739 63,104

No. of Foreign Students 
per 10,000 Students 11.8 43.9 164.6 146.2 154.5 179.4

University
No. of Foreign Students 1,846 6,926 37,491 28,919 29,969 35,753

No. of Foreign Students 
per 10,000 Students 11.1 37.2 184.8 135.8 141.8 171.5

Junior 
College

No. of Foreign Students 183 2,153 3,262 1,562 1,581 1,822

No. of Foreign Students 
per 10,000 Students 2.0 25.2 42.5 21.1 21.9 26.1

Graduate 
School

No. of Foreign Students 1,877 5,742 16,291 21,535 22,767 24,160

No. of Foreign Students 
per 10,000 Students 81.8 203.5 514.5 650.9 682.7 726.0

Note 1 | Number of Foreign students per 10,000 students = (foreign students/enrolled students)×10,000
2 | Foreign students are registered in degree programs

3 | Graduate school includes Graduate School College and Graduate School

C. Foreign Students in Korea by Country(2016)

(Unit : Person)

Classification Total
Degree Program Non-Degree

Program

Junior 
college

Under
graduate Master Doctorate Language 

Program Others

Total 104,262 1,846 37,098 17,282 6,878 26,976 14,182

As
ia

China 60,136 1,178 26,530 8,738 2,512 14,594 6,584
Vietnam 7,459 251 1,218 1,139 858 3,816 177
Japan 3,676 47 1,232 201 88 1,226 882

Mongolia 4,456 106 971 989 213 2086 91
Others 15,641 174 4,691 3,215 2,358 3,183 2,020

N
or

th
 

Am
er

ic
a U.S.A 2,826 20 728 613 230 397 838

Canada 932 11 398 247 72 55 149
Others 1,213 2 281 309 51 249 321

Eu
ro

pe

France 1,088 1 45 44 11 125 862
Russia 973 33 216 142 37 259 286
Others 3,097 6 284 370 102 551 1,784

 Others 2,765 17 504 1,275 346 435 188

Note 1 | Overseas Koreans of a certain country are included
2 |  Others include all other countries except Asia, the Americas, and Europe
3 |  Foreign students in Non-degree programs include students in co-operating programs, exchange-students, Visiting students, and Others


